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if we practically entered into a vassalage in return for this.
England's real face was revealed a little more clearly by Winston Churchill, the First Lord of the Admiralty, who on February 9th, at the same moment that Hal-dane was descending the steps of the Castle at Berlin with the bronze bust given him by the Emperor under his arm, made the luncheon speech in Glasgow in which he described the German fleet as a luxury.
So long as the idea of a luxury fleet prevailed, and so long as the proportion of 2: 3, once proposed by Lloyd George, was rejected by the English Cabinet, it was, considering the mentality of our Government, useless, and produced only diplomatic disadvantages, for us to invite British Ministers to Berlin, who offered us nothing, but skilfully sowed discord among us.
If Haldane had shown any inclination towards a, reasonable and proportionate arrangement of the fleets, I was prepared to say to him: when the proportion of 2: 3 is once established and a solid friendship has taken root between our countries, then the time will have come to discuss a proportionate reduction of the Navy Bill itself. The procedure of the English statesman, however, which aimed at deceiving our illusionists and not at a square deal, naturally made me keep back this idea, which could only be properly accepted when England recognized our position in the world and offered us tangible compensations. If it was at all possible to bring England to serious negotiations instead of to